LOSC Team Travel Policy

The travel policy outlined below supersedes all previous policies both written and oral, and all past practices of LOSC as of 10/06/2005.

When an LOSC team travels to a tournament out of state it is the policy of LOSC that players will travel and room together as a group with their coach, assistant coach, team manager, and the appropriate number of drivers needed to transport the team while on the trip.

All players are expected to conduct themselves in a responsible and sportsmanlike manner, both on and off the field while traveling with their team.  Assigned drivers will work with the team manager to transport the team to games, meals, and etc. during the trip.

Travel Guidelines

At U11 and U12 if our teams travel out of state the players will stay three per room with a parent chaperone.

At U13 and older the players will stay four per room with no adult chaperone.

Approval

Travel by a LOSC team to a tournament must be approved through the LOSC office at least three months prior to the trip.  If the regular team coach is unable to attend, the club will appoint a replacement coach.

Team Travel

LOSC encourages traveling as team in order to ensure that all team members arrive at the destination of the tournament in a timely manner.  It can become a difficult process to manage if team members arrive at different times.  Furthermore, if all team members travel together then they will typically remain together in the event of delays and changes to the posted travel schedule.  Allowances will be made with respect for travel during holiday periods however the club expects that at all other times of year all players travel with the team.

Reservations

The LOSC office staff member handling travel will make reservations for airfare, ground transportation and rooms for the team, coaches, assistant coaches, managers, and drivers.  Drivers are responsible for contacting the hotel and making payment directly to them for their individual room.
Parents wishing to travel to the tournament will handle their reservations through the designated travel agent or their own, whichever is easiest.
Budget

The LOSC office staff in conjunction with the travel agent will prepare a team travel budget.  This budgeted amount should be paid directly to each team player's account through the office prior to the designated deadline outlined for each individual tournament.

This budget shall include funds for the following:

· Team rooms (team members usually room 4 per room)

· Transportation

· Airline tickets for players, coach and manager

· Team vans and gasoline

· Rooms for coaches

· Rooms for manager

· Per Diem for coaches

· Tournament entry fees

· Travel papers filing fee

· Misc. Expenses (Tournament parking, US Club Player Card, etc.)

· Travel Agent Fee

Non-Budgeted Items

Items not covered in the budget collected before the 
trip includes:

FOOD MONEY:  A suggested amount of $25 per day is stated for planning purposes, but each player is responsible for handling their own money

SPENDING MONEY:  The team manager may help by handling money for players.  If the team manager does not do this then each player is responsible for handling their own extra money for activities and incidentals.

Team Travel Obligations

Before accepting a position on a LOSC team you should consider the level of commitment required.  Our teams do travel and it is expected that all team members travel to tournaments with the team.  This ensures that the individual team members develop and the team has the chance to perform to its potential.
If a player chooses not to travel with the team to a selected tournament then they must accept that they are foregoing the opportunity to develop as a soccer player.

Other team members who do attend the tournament should appreciate that they will enjoy development as a soccer player by participating in the tournament.

Typically from U12 upwards our teams travel to out-of-state tournaments.  Therefore, you should expect to travel.  Our U16 and U17 teams may make more trips out-of-state to attend College Showcase Tournaments.

At the U18 age our teams still travel.  This is during a time when many players have made commitments to colleges.  It is important to avoid ‘senioritis’ and understand that when a college coach offers a scholarship to an individual player who is a junior they do not expect you to cease playing soccer.  They offer you a scholarship and then they expect you to do everything you can keep developing at the same rate by committing yourself to excellence all through your club career.
Travel Tournament Billing
When travel to a tournament is identified the team manager will supply the LOSC Business Manager with a list of players attending the tournament.  The LOSC Business Manager will construct a budget based on the players going to the tournament.  Players not attending the tournament will not be billed for the tournament.
As mentioned above, our teams travel to out-of-state high level tournaments to aid player development.  If a player does not attend a tournament that the rest of the team will attend then they must accept responsibility for the fact that they will forego the opportunity to develop.

Once the budget has been set there cannot be any changes made to it.  This includes a player whom sustains an injury (who was planning on attending the tournament).  This is unfortunate but once the budget has been set then all parties need to pay their portion of the tournament fee regardless of whether the player travels or not.  The club cannot pick up the cost of players not traveling (and paying) and we cannot go back and bill players an additional amount.

Fees associated with the tournament must be paid in full to the club office prior to travel in order for the player to travel with the teams.

Schedule Games/Away Games

ALL TEAM MEMBERS WILL SHARE IN THE COACHES COST FOR TRAVEL TO AWAY LEAGUE GAMES REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE PLAYER TRAVELS OR NOT.

When a team travels for a one-night trip, the team manager will work with the LOSC office to secure reservations, put together a budget, make a rooming list, and file travel papers (if necessary) for the trip.  However, it is preferred that payment for the rooms be processed through the manager's credit card (with immediate reimbursement after the trip), so that when there are last minute changes, the adjustment in cost can easily be accommodated.  The budgeted amount for each player should be paid directly to the player's account through the office prior to leaving on the trip.  The cost normally figured in a budget for these short trips are:

· Rooms for players, coaches, and manager

· Travel papers filing fee

· Per diem for coaches

· Coaches Mileage

Those items not normally figured in these budgets include food money, spending money and gasoline costs.  However, players are usually asked to give money directly to the driver to help pay for gasoline for the trip, when private vehicles are used.

